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News from the Studio

May 1, 2015

Welcome, New Teachers!

Upcoming Events

We’d like to warmly welcome
our new teachers to our seriously fun
teaching team:
Kayla King is world
traveler, living and
teaching as close
as Utah and as far
as China. She
brings a lot of
teaching experience and a deep love of
piano to the studio.
Mark Richins, a
piano major at BYUI currently serves as
the MTNA collegiate
chapter’s secretary.
A
native
from
Indianapolis, Mark
enjoys collaborating with other
musicians, composing and arranging.
Meagan Nelson believes in teaching
students, not just lessons. An early
childhood special education major,
she always
looks
for
ways to meet
each
students’
needs.
Meagan has
performed in
venues such
as Carnegie
Hall, and is excited to bring her musical
expertise to the team.

Nikki Pickerell comes from a long line
of musicians, and has embraced the
family
legacy.
Nikki’s enthusiasm
for music is so
contagious, it is
sure to rub off on
you!
Wilson Trusty hails
from Ohio, and is an active participant
in many of BYU-I’s
music
programs
including his major,
piano performance,
university
choirs,
and conducting.

Congratulations!
Lillee Duffin and Kysaac
Thueson were the lucky winners of our
two March Madness raffle tickets.
They each won $20 in cold, hard cash.
Great job practicing!

Spring Recital
Please register online for one
of the recitals to be held Saturday,
May 16th at the Madison Library.
Recitals will be formal dress for
students, arranged by teacher, and
refreshments will be served afterward.








May 1: Summer and 2015-2016
Registration Due
May 16: Spring Recitals. Register
online.
May 25: No Lessons
May 29: Last Day of School Year
Lessons
May 29: Piano Ice Cream Party
June 8: Summer Lessons Begin,
and annual LFP Potluck BBQ

I Scream You Scream
For our last practice
incentive and final
master class of the
school year, we will be
scooping our way to a
special day! Students
will be earning an ice
cream scoops and
toppings for our May
piano party on the last
day of school, May 29th.
Each
student
will
receive a pass-off chart
to track the songs they
pass off between now
and the party. Teachers
will record and sign
songs that have been
mastered each week,
and add to the
deliciousness of your ice
cream tower. Have fun!
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Registration
Our annual registration
packet is now available. This includes
registration information for summer
2015 and the 2015-2016 school year.
An annual registration fee is due each
year to secure your spot in the studio,
and help fund venue rentals, practice
incentives,
technology,
piano
maintenance, treats, etc. This fee is
due no later than August 1, and covers
registration for the following summer.
You’ve already paid for this summer’s
registration! Registration forms for
continuing students are due May 1st.

schedules (early out/late start days)
and homeschooled students.
Students who register for
summer lessons will be given
discounts on summer camps, and will
also be given priority scheduling and
teacher selection for fall semester. If
you are set on a certain teacher or
lesson time, the best way to ensure it
in the fall is to reserve it during
summer semester.

Why Students Really Quit
We thought this article was
insightful, and had some great tips for
helping combat those difficult piano
years. Our favorite tip was to continue
lessons during the summer!
Posted on 02/17/2015 Written by TONY 62
http://www.musicparentsguide.com/2015
/02/17/students-really-quit-musicalinstrument-parents-can-prevent/





…and there’s more…
But the real reasons that students quit
is
often
beyond
their
own
understanding. It is up to teachers and
parents to create “magical moments”
during the year for students to want to
continue on their instrument,
especially during the early years of
study, in order for the child to be
successful and stay with their craft.
Here are reasons students quit, and
ways to combat them:
1.

Summer Lessons & Camps
Our summer camps this year
will be offered between the hours of
12:00-3:00 PM, and will each be 5-day
camps lasting about 1 hour depending
on the theme, grouping, and ability
level. Students will come to camp M-F
for one week. Look for the camps that
seem fun to you in our registration
packet! We are excited to offer a
wider variety of summer camps than
ever this year. Some of our fun and
interactive camps you will see listed
include:







Creative Composer’s Camp
Rock Stars in the Making: Piano
Band & Music Video Camp
GarageBand Composition Camp
Quaver’s Marvelous World of
Music (Theory Camp for K-5)
Around the World Music Camp
STOMP! Rhythm Camp

Summer lessons will be
offered during our new 2015-2016
school year teaching hours: 6:15-8:15
AM and 3:00-8:30 PM. Some teachers
may have additional times open to
accommodate
irregular
school

Every year almost 100% of public
school students begin an instrument
through their school’s music program
(if a program exists). One or two years
later, more than 50% of students quit;
unable to enjoy all that music
education has to offer for the rest of
their K-12 schooling, if not beyond.
During my time as an educator and
administrator, parents and students
have shared with me several reasons
why the child quit their musical
instrument, including:




The student is not musically
talented (or at least thought they
weren’t).
The student is too busy with
other activities.

The student hates practicing (or
the parents grow weary of
begging the child to practice).
The student doesn’t like their
teacher.

2.

3.

Parents don’t treat music as
important
as
other
subjects. The sad truth is that
many non-music teachers and
administrators do not find
music equally as important as
math or English language-arts
— but parents must. Besides,
you wouldn’t let your child quit
math, would you? Many kids
would
jump
at
that
opportunity! Music is a core
subject…period.
The more
parents treat it as such, the less
students will quit.
Students don’t know how to
get better. Without the proper
tools and practice habits to get
better at anything, students will
become frustrated and want to
quit. It is the role of music
educators and parents to give
students ownership over their
learning. Teachers must teach
students why, how, where, and
when to practice, and parents
must obtain minimal knowledge
about how students learn music
in order to properly support
them at home.
Parents and students think
they
aren’t
musically
talented. Sure, there are some
kids who pick up an instrument
and sound decent immediately,
but they will hit a wall later and
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4.

5.

6.

have to work hard to overcome
it. Most everyone else won’t
sound that great at first. Playing
a musical instrument is a
craft that, if practiced correctly,
is something that all children
can find success in. As long as
students know how to practice
and that it needs to be done
regularly,
they
will
get
better.
Many parents who
speak to me and claim that they
aren’t “musically talented”
simply had bad teachers and
little home support with music
practice.
Students discontinue playing
over the summer. Statistics
show that students who do not
read over the summer find
themselves extremely behind
once school starts — the same
goes
for
playing
an
instrument! A year of musical
instruction can quickly go down
the tubes over the summer
vacation if students do not find
small ways to play once in a
while. Picking up an instrument
for the first time after a long
layoff can be so frustrating that
a student will not want to
continue into the next school
year.
The
instrument
is
in
disrepair. A worn down cork,
poor working reed, or small
dent can wreak havoc on a
child’s
playing
ability.
Sometimes the
malfunction is so subtle that the
student thinks they are doing
something
wrong,
and
frustration mounts. Students,
parents and teachers need to be
aware of the basics of
instrument maintenance and be
on top of repairs when needed.
Teachers don’t create enough
performing
opportunities
during the year. The best way
to motivate students musically
is through performance. Weeks
or even months on end of

practicing without performing
for an audience gets old very
quick, and students will
definitely quit. Teachers should
schedule performances every
six weeks or so in order for
students to stay engaged and
practicing. Parents can help by
creating small performance
opportunities at home — a
Friday night dinner concert or a
planned
performance
for
visiting family members are
great ideas.
7. There is not enough “fun”music
to practice. It’s very important
for parents to be aware of music
that interests their child,
because it exists in sheet music
form
for
download
or
purchase. It’s important that all
students play music that is
aligned to their interests in
addition to other pieces that are
worked on in school.
8. Other activities are pulling at
the child. Between art lessons,
sports, karate, and other
activities, parents grow weary
of having “one more thing” to
be on top of schedulewise.
Parents need to
understand that the enduring
social
and
psychological
benefits of music are as
enormous as those of sports —
in the same and different
ways. Also, if music is a class in
school, then school obligations
should be priorities. Budget
time accordingly and children
will have 10 minutes a day to
practice an instrument, for sure.
Much like any worthwhile venture,
practicing a musical instrument has its
ups and downs. Kids need to be
reminded to practice, of course — but
they should not be constantly pushed,
and they should not be completely left
alone, either.
It’s a balancing
act where sometimes the parents will
need to give their child a break for a
few days and other times will need to
bribe them to practice — every child is

different. Either way, all children are
capable of thriving with a musical
education, and students will indeed
thank their parents now and later for
not letting them quit.

